DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY 



Headqiiarteis, United States Marine Corps 
Washington. D.C. 20308-1775 



10 November 200 1 



EXPEDITIONARY MANEUVER WARFARE 
Marine Corps Capstone Concept 



Our new capstone concept. Expeditionary' Maneuver Warfare fEMW), 
moves us d{>wn the path outlined in Miirine ( 'iJi'ps Stra/e^' 2/, and pro- 
vides the foutidation for the way die Marine Corps will conduct opera- 
tions within the complex eitvironnient of this new century. EM W is the 
union of otir core competencies; maneuver vvarfare philosophy; expe- 
ditionaTy heritage; and the concepts by which we orgainVje, deploy, and 
employ forces, It emphasizes the unique eapahilities the Marine Corps 
provides the joint force coittin under and the synergy created when 
leveraged with tlie complementaiy capabilities of other Services and 
agencies. These capabilities tiuiislate into power projection designed to 
shape the global security environment, assuring our friends and allies 
while dissuading, deterring, and defeating potential adversaries. The 
eleitients of EMW will guide the process of innovation, change, and 
adaptation to ensure the Corps continues its role as the Nation’s total 
force in readiness. 
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liKpeditLonar>' Maneuver Warfare 
ia the Maiiiie Corps' capstone con- 
cept for tile eaity 2 1 st centui>'. tt is 
built on our cone competencies and 
prepares tlie Marine Corps, as a 
“totaJ force,'" to niee# the challenges 
and opportunities of a rapidly 
dianging VF'Ojid. Capitalizini on 
our nianeiiver warfare. philosophy' 
and expeditionary' heritage, the con- 
cept contains the enduring charac- 
teristics and evoK'ing capabilLties, 
upon wlticli the Marine Corps ■iv'i]] 
rely, to promote peace and stabilily 
and nudgaie or resolve crises as pait 
of ajoint force. BMW focuses 
Marine Corps competencies, evolv- 
ing capabilities^ and innovative con- 
cepts to ensure^ that we pro'vide die 
joiiil lotte cominander (IFC’ ) witii 
forces opLirtii^ Ibr for^ivard pres- 
ence, etiyayerneiil, crist.^ rei^ionse, 
anlilerronsm, and warligliling. 

The purpose of this document is 
to arlLCLilate to future JFt's and 
contemporary joint concept dcveh 
opers the Marine Corpa’ conlH bu- 
tton to future joint operations. 
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EMW serv^es as the basis for 
mnuencmg the Joint (Concept 
development and Esperimen- 
tation l^ooess and the Marine 
Corps Expeditionary Force 
Development System. It further 
refines the broad axis of 
advance identified m A/nr'/rte 
Oifjfn If for future 

capability enhancemen L<i. 



Joint and IVIulti- 
nationAJ EnahLini^ 

Manne forces possess the capabili- 
ties to provide the mean.s or op^ioi- 
tunity to make joint and miiltina- 
lionai opeialion.s possible. 

Enabling operations may be as 
hasic as esLablislnni; the initial 
command and control £'C2) system 






Support And 
SiistAiiiineiit 




thar the assembling joint or multi- missioas or funttioris> They 



nationaJ force "plug^ into," or as 
complex 4S pliysic#lly sci:^ing for- 
ward operating bases for follow-on 
fortes Other examples of enabling 
operations include defeating 
enemy iuiti access capabilities rtnd 
serving, as an operational jiiajieu- 
ver element to exploit Joint force 
success or open new fronts. 

Marine forces are read>^ to serve 
as tlie lead elements of a Joint 
forccK act as Joint enablers^ andfor 
serve as Joint task force (JTK) or 
functional component command- 
ers 0 ■S- , Joint Force Land 
Component C ommander, Joi nt 
force Air Component Coni- 
mandcr^ Joint Force Maritime 
Compojient Commander). 

Strategic Agility 

Marijie forces will rapidly trans- 
ition fntim preerisis State to foil 
operational capability in a distant 
theater This retiuires uniformly 
reat^' forces, sustainable and 
easily task-organi7s?d for multiple 



must be agile, letbal, swift to 
tiepitiy, and always prepared to 
move to the scene of an emer- 
gency or conflict 

OperAtiotiDl ReAch 

Marine forces will project and sus- 
tain relevant and effective power 
across the depth of the hattlespace. 

TActical Flexibility 

Marine forces will conduct multi- 
ple, concurrent, dissimilar mis- 
sions^ rapidly transitioning from 
one t^k to the next, providing 
multidimensional capabilities 
(air, land, ajtd sea) to ttiejoinl 
team, For example, tactical flexi- 
bility allows the same forward- 
depkryed Marine force to evacuate 
noncombatajits from troubled 
areas, conduct aniitcnorism/'force 
protection operations, ajrd seize 
cntical infrastructure to enable 
follow-on forces. 



Marine forces wilt provide focused 
logistics to enable pow'cr projec- 
tion independent of host nation 
support against distajit objectives 
across the breadth and depth of a 
tlieater of operahons. 

These capabi I ities cn hauce the 
Joint force's ability to reassure and 
encourage our friends and allies 
while we deter, mitigare, or 
resolve crises through speed, 
stealth, and precision. 

Strategic Ljindscape 

L'liired States' interests will con- 
tinue to be challenged by an arriry 
of national and nojistate actors 
posing conventional and asymmet- 
ncai tJireats. ■['hese threats are 
made more complex and letbal by 
tlie increased availability of mili- 
tarily-applicablc commercial tech- 
nologies. .^s the tedinologjcal gap 
hetwecri the United States and its 
potential adversaries narrows, our 
leadership, doctrine, and training 
will be fundamental to maintaining 
our continued military ailvantage 
We expect potential atk’ersaries to 
adapt their tacUcs, v^caponry^ and 
ajiti access strategies to confront us 
on terms of relative advantage 
Specifically, adversaries will seek 
to engage us where they perccrive 
us to be wttak. Awwe of our abili ty 
to degrade complex systems, the 
tlii]ikiiig adversary will opt for 
the use of sophisbeated but 
auto]io]itou3 weapons. Knowing 



Expeditionary Maneu\^r Warfare 



tnjJ thirsi; for information, they w|] 
promote mcertain(>', coiifuaion, 
an J chaos. This is the ventw; where 
our itio&t peruateiit and determined 
adversaries wilF ehwse to operate. 
Our Nation must be prepared to 
flight — worfdwide — against adver- 
saries vvho WT.I] seek to eotgage 
as with 4S\'mmelTie capabilities 
rooted deep in the htimaii dimen- 
sion of eonfliet The Marine 
Corps, wth our phiJosopliy of 
maneuver warfare an cl heritage of 
eKpedilionaiy operatrons, is ideally 
suited to succeed in this challeng- 
ing Landscape. 

Expeditionary 

AdVcUktuge 

The Marino Corps’ expeditionary 
advajitage is derived from combin- 
ing our maneuver warfare philoso- 
phy; e?cpeditionary culture; and tlie 
manner in which we organ i ze, 
deploy, and employ our forces. 
TMW eapitalires on this combina- 
tion, providing the JFC with a total 
force m readiness that is prepared 
to operate with other Services and 
multinational forces in the full 
range of millrary operations from 
peacetime engagemgrit to major 
theater w:ar. 

M Hincuvc^r Warfare 

The Marine. Coips approach to 
warfare, as codified in Marine 
C'ojps DoctrinaJ Ifobli cation 
(MCDP) I, is the 

product of years of conceptual 
development, innovation, and 
eKperience. Majieuver warfare. 



the philosophical basis for EMW, 
acknowledges the tuneless realities 
of humari conflict and docs not 
attempt to redefine war on more 
humane or less risky terms The 
fundamental nature of war — a 
violent strui^jle between hostile, 
independent, irreconcilable wills 
charactenzed b>’’ chaos, friction, 
and uncertainly — will remaiti 
unchanged as it transcends 
advancements in technology. 

What has changed is the gradual 
shift in reliance from the quantita- 
tive charactenstics of warfare — 
mass and volume — to a realization 
that qualitative factors (speed, 
steaJtli, precision, and sustainahil- 
ity ) have become increasingly 
impoitant facets of modem war- 
fare Maneuvier warfare stresses 
proactive thought and action, ele- 
vating the operational art beyond 
the crude simplicity of attrition. 

It combines high tempo opera- 
tions with a bias for action to 
achieve advantage — physical, tem- 
poral, or conditional — relative to 



an adversary, The aim is to shatter 
an adversary's cohesion, succeed 
in other operations by rapid actiori 
to mitigate damage, or resolve a 
crisis on favcirable terms 
Maneuver warfare encourages 
decentralized decisionmaking, 
enabling Marines to exploit die 
chaotic nature of combat. 
Decentralizing decisionmaking 
allows Mannes to compress the 
decision cycle, seize fleeting 
opportunity, and engage enemy 
forces from positions of advan - 
tage, which empowers US to out- 
tiiink, outmaneiiver, and outfight 
our adversary 

0|K'r:iHtm» 

For Marines, the term expedi- 
tionaryf connotes more than the 
mere capability to deploy overseas 
wh en needed. nKpeditionary^ is our 
ethos, a pervasive mindset that 
influences all aspects of organiz- 
ing, training, and equipping by 






adapt to the coTiditions mandated 
by the batllespace. Expediliomar>' 
operations are typically conducted 
in austere environmenls, from sea, 
land or fon^vard bases. They vA\[ 
likely require Marines and other 
naval forces to be brought to bear 
Mlbout reliance on host nation or 
outside support As a tangible rep- 
nesediLalion O'fouj naLional uiteresk 
forward-deployed and forward^ 
based Marines remain both a key 
element of America's expedi- 
Lionaiy advantage and are cnLical 
to the regional combatant com- 
mander’s O'r commander in thiers 
(CIN'C’s) overall stratejgr 

The reijional t’lNC will set the 
broad conditions for shaping the 
batllespace through en^^emenl, 
forward presence, and the applica- 
iLon of a full range of resjionse 
options As a critical component of 
each legional CHNC’s Theater 
Engagement Plan, forward- 



deployed Marine air-ground La.sk 
forces (MAGTFs) and foiward- 
based Marines e^ecule niullma- 
tional train iitg eKercises, conduct 
mobile training teams, and partici- 
pate in miliiary-to-ml|itar\f 
exchanges. Through these actrvi- 
ti«. Marines dc^'clop invaluable 
regional expertise, cultural and sit- 
uational awareness, and an appre^ 
ciation of die intenoperability 
required for sueccssful joint and 
multinational operations. 

Marine fortes, a-s a part of tbc 
regional Cl NC's engagement strat- 
egy, will Ibeus on attess opera- 
tions or other assigned missions as 
a part of the right mix of joinp' 
multinational forces. 'I'hese opera- 
tions may be as basic as establish- 
ing die initial C'2 system that the 
assernbUng joint or multinational 
force “plugs into'’ or as complex 
as physically scirang forward 
operating bases for foJ low-on 
forces. Throughout the conduct 



of operati on s. Marines will seek to 
leverage die unique and comple- 
mentary capabilities of other 
Services and agencies in order to 
provide the JFC with a fully inte- 
grated force. 

Sc»biising 

Manne forces, as an integral com- 
ponent of a larger naval force, will 
be prepared lo influence events 
within the world’s littorals using 
die sea as maneuver space and as a 
secure “base” from which JFCs 
can project power to impact die 
early stages of a potential cnsis, 
Seabasing supports versatile and 
flexible power projection 
Seabasing enables forces lo move 
directly from ship to objectives 
deep inland and represents a sig- 
rtifieant advance from tradi hoTiat, 
phased ampliibious operations. 
Seahased operations ma^fimiTje 
naval power projection and 
enhance the deployment and 
employment of naval eexpedi- 
tionary^ forces b>f JFCs. More than 
a family of plattbnns afloat, 
seabasing will netwxjrk platfi-irms 
and promote interoperability 
among the amphibious task force, 
carrier battle group, ntaritime pre- 
position forte, combat logistics 
force, aitd emerging higli -speed 
sealift and lighterage technologies. 
Seabased operations will capitalize 
on the maneuver q3aee affonLled by 
die sea, rapid force closure 
through at-sea amval and assem- 
bly, and the proteclion assured by 
the U S Navy’s control of the sea 
C2, combat support, and combat 
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scT^ncc siipTK>Tt capiibiliricij. wil[ 
remain at sea to the maximLiin 
CKtcfil possible and be feeiiscd 
upon supporting expeditionary 
air and land operatitjns ashore 
Forward-deployed navaJ forces 
vvi\\ have access lo a responsive 
worldwide lo^stic ^'stem to sus- 
tain expeditionary operations 
Seabasing will allow Marine 
forces to commence sustainable 
operations, enable the flow of 
follow-on forces into theater, 
and expedite the reconstitutio]i 
and redeployment of Marine 
forces for foJ low-on missions. 



[Vienne Air^Grouiiff 
Task Forces 

Marines typically deploy and 
employ as scalable, tailorable, 
combined-arms teams known as 
MAGl Ks. All MAGTFs, regard- 
less of size, sliare four common 
organizational elements tliat vary 
ill size ajtd composition accord- 
ing to tlie mission; command 




eleinenr (CH), ground combat ele- 
ment (GC’H), aviation combat ele- 
ment (ACH), and combat seivice 
support elejnent (CS-SH). Organic 
to each M AGI F, regardless of 
size, are specialized ajititerrorism 
and force protection capabilities 
that are available ro support the 
JFC. Fully interoperable, each 
MAG IF will have the ability to 



MAGTF ScalabHity 
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Pntmute Peace and SJatirWly 



serve as a J'l'F headquarters or as a 
fijnctional or Service component 
commander of a JTK. 

In parmership widi the Navy, 
Manne forces will use the capabil- 
ities of bases and statioris and 
selected naval platfonns as 
‘'launch pads'" to flow into iheater. 
During deployment. Marine forces 
will conduct collaborative plaji- 
ning and execute en route mission 
training and virtual reliearsals. 
lliey will capitalize on shared sit- 
uational awareaiess tliat is devel- 
oped m support of the JF'C and 
processed and distributed by the 
supporting establishment. These 
enhancements will revolutionize 
tlie otherwise lime-intensive recep- 
tion, staging, onward movement, 
and integration (RSO&I) activi- 
ties, allovdng increased opera- 
tional tempo and seizing early 
opportunities as the eaiabling force 
for the JFC. Forward-deployed 
Naw and Marine forces will 





conlLciue: be ihe JF(”s opumal 

■snabtiiijj lofce, prepafed \o open 
ports airfields ^id tn escdblisli 
e\pedLl]Oiiaj>' airfields and Litcet- 
rnediate scaipn^ bases in either 
benign or bos-lile environmeuLs. 

IVliirine Expeditioiiiiry 
Lfnit (Spedal 

CApAbl^) 

The Marine Espediriorarv' Unit 
{SpeciaJ Operations (’apable) 
(MEL’[SOC])^ in close partnership 
Willi [beKa^'y, will conlmLie to be 
the on-scene/or-calL enabler for 
fbl low-on Marine or joint forces. 
Operating for^^^ard-deployed from 
the sea, the MElJ(StX’) i.s uncon- 
slrained by regional infrastTOcnire 
requiremeriLs or restricnons 
imposed b>' other nations. Because 
of its forward presence, situational 
atvareness, rapid response plan- 
nlni^ ea|iali]lity, and oru;^iie su.^ 



rainmenl, the MEIJ(SCK’) wt]\ 
conrimie to be the JFC's immedi^ 
ately employable oonibined-anns 
force of choice. 

Tlie MEU( SOC) miliate.^ibumanL- 
tarian assistance, provides force 
protection, conducts noncombatant 
evacuations, enables JTF C2^ and 
facilitates die introdiieEion of fol^ 
low'-on forces conducting limited 
forcible entry opeiations when 
required These early actions shape 
the JFt?’s battles|iace, deter poten- 
tial ajigressors, defuse volatile sit- 
uations, minimize the damage 
caused by natural disasteiSi, and 
alleviate human sulTering. 
Increasing mobility, speed, fire- 
power, and tactical I ill will enable 
this seabased, self-sustained, com- 
bined-arms force to conduct expe- 
ditionary operations across the 
deptli of die battlespace, in adverse 
conditions, day or night. 



Marine Expeditbiiiiry 
Brigade 

The Marine Expcditionaiy Rngadc 
fMEBy is optimally scaled and 
trtst-organiTxsd to respond to a full 
range of crises. Strategically 
deployed via a variety of modes 
(ampliibious shipping and strategic 
airlifit and sealift) and poised lor 
sustainable power projection, the 
MEH will continue to provide a 
robust seabased forcible entry 
eapability, It will use organic 
combined-arms and die comple- 
mentary capabilities from the other 
Services — such as netted sensors, 
seaha-sed fires, and advanced mine 
ooiintenneasures — to locate, 
counter, or penetrate vulnerable 
seajiis in an adversaiy''s access 
denial systems The MEH will 
tlien close rapidly on cntical 
objectives via air, land, and sea to 
achieve djecisive results. It can be 
used to enable the introduction of 
follow-on forces (joint and multi- 
nation alj or he employed as an 
independent operational inaneuver 
clement in support Of the JPC’s 
campaign plan. The MbB consti- 
tutes a multi dimensional, seabased 
or Jaiidbased, operational “capabil- 
ity in readiness'’ that can crejite its 
owHi opportunities or exploit 
opportunities resulting from the 
activities of other components of 
The Joint force. 

Marine Expc<litit>niiry 
Force 

As a crisis escalates, smaller 
M.A,CTFsand supporting units are 
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dcplo>^d until 9 Mannc Tspudi- 
tionan' Force ^MtF) Is in place to 
support the CINC The MT-F, 
largest of (he MAGTKs, is capable 
of wncorrent scatiiscd operations 
and sustained operations ashore, 
operating either independently or 
as part of a joint waifi^tiiig team. 
The Mrr can be ta.ilored to meet 
multiple joint requirements wtli 
its inherent sustainability, 

Spci'iillizcd Marine 
Ct>rps Qi^anizationjfi 
ynd Capabilitit^s 

Special piupose MAGTFsare non- 
standing organisations temppranly 
foinied to conduct specific mis- 
sions for ^^■hich a or other 
imit IS either inappropnate or 
tmavailablc. They are organiTied, 
trained, and equipped to perform a 
sped Fie mission such as forte pro- 
tection, humanitarian assistance, 
disarSter relief, peacetime enyage- 
menr activities, or re^onaJLy 
focused exercises, While the 
MAGTF construct wi\[ remain tlie 
primary warfighting oigani7ation 
of the Marine Coips, not all situa- 
tions will letiuire it to operate as a 
combined-arms unit. ShoiJd the 
situation warrant , distinct MAGTF 
elements and capabilities may be 
employed separately in response to 
critical JFC requiremejits. 

For e^ample 4 the 4th MPB (AT) is 
a unique opganization speciaJ- 
i?ed antiternorism capabilities 
This unit consists of Marines and 
Sailors specifically trained to 
respond rapidly — woridwide — to 



threats or actual artacks b>^ tcmir- 
ists. '[lie 4(h MHB (AI ) contains 
the Marine Corps Security Force 
Battalion (fleet antiternorism 
security teams), the Marine 
Security Guard Battalion, the 
Chemical Biological Incident 
Response Force, and an infajitry 
battalion specially trained in 
antiterrorism operations. 

Su|>porting 

EstAblishmenl 

Marine Corps bases and stations 
provide direct atid indirect support 
to die M.AGI K and other forward- 
deployed forces and are the means 
by w^iich Marine forces are 
fonned, trained, and maintained. 
'I'hese bases and stations are plat- 
fonnsfrom which Marines project 
expeditionary power \>Hhile sup- 
porting die quality of life of 
Marines and their families. 

The W ay Ahead 

Matim: 2 i idcnti- 

Flcs Cfipability enhancements 
required to continue the evolution 
of the MAGTF These capability 
enhancements include joiut'multi- 
naboTial enabling, strategic agility, 
opcrabOTial rcftch, tactical flexibil- 
ity, and support and sustainment, 
which crefttc ft Miirinc force that 
prcftndcs the JFC with expanded 
power in order to ftissurc fnemds 
and allies or dissuatle, deter, ftjid 
dcfeftt adversaries In accordance 
with our expeditionary culture and 
warfighting ethos, our doctrine, 
orgiini73tion, education, and train- 
ing must contribute to producing 




Marines and organizations that 
thrive in the chaos of conflict by — 



« Pioducing leaders who have 
the experience to judge what 
needs to be done; know how 
to do it: and exhibit traits of 
trust nerve, and rstraiiit. 

* Dev'-eloping leaders and 
staffs who function in m 
eaviionment of ambigiJty 
and uncertainty and make 
timely and effective 
decisions under stress. 

« Developing leaders by 
improving their capacity to 
recognize patterns, distin- 
guish critical information, and 
make decisions quickly on an 
intuitive basis with less than 
perfect information., 

• Enhancing leaders” decision- 
making skills with invest- 
ments in education, wmgam- 
ingi'combat simulation activi- 
ties, and battespace visiializsi- 
tion techniques within a Joint 
or multinational framework. 




We will see a cunvcrgcnce of 
[ransfonnation ajid modernization 
capabilities in our MAGTPs that 
will revolLitLonlzie e?tpeditioiiar>' 
opcratioTis when cun-ently pFgrned 
programs manire. Realizing 
FMW’s full ptnential will require 
a developmental effort focused on 
impiuvins; C2^ maneuver, intelli- 
gence, integrated fires, logistic, 
Ibrec protection, and information 
operations. Achieving these 

impTuvements will ne<.iiiire integra- 
tion of botli Navy aitd Marine 
Corps operational concepts, sys- 
tems, ajid acquisition strategies. 

Or^aniziiitLonf 
Deploy me lit, mid 
Em ploy me lit 

Changes in opemfional and func- 
tionaJ concepts nia;^' necessitate 
charges in the integrating concepts 
oforgaitizatioit, deployment und 
employment Organ i^atitmally, 
bM W emphasizes tite MbB as die 
preferred mid-intensity MAGTF 
and the role of the suppoiting 
establishmcmt in direct support of 
forward opeiatlons. QrganizationaJ 
structure must be mission oriented 
to ensure tlie effective deployment, 
employment, sustainment, 
reconstitLition, and redeployment 
offerees The Manne supporting 
establishment mast be postured to 
facilitate sHuafionaJ awTireness of 
worldwide operations, leverage 
information technologies, and 
exploit modem logistic concepts in 
order to anticipate and respond to 
MAGI K requirements. 



Marines will deploy' using any 
coatbi nation of enltaitced ampliibi- 
ous platforms, strategic sealift and 
airllff, pneposLlioued aisets, and 
self-deployment options to rapidly 
project force throughout the 
world. Ry virtue of their cn route 
collaborative planning and virtual 
rehearsal capability, Marine forces 
will anive in theater ready for 
immediate employment >Miile 
Marines achieve great operational 
symergy when employed as fully 
integrated MAGlTs, the Manne 
Corps can provide spccihc forees 
and capabilities according to the 
neetiis of the JFC. Continuing our 
tradition of itmovatlon, we must 
strive to enhance our coricepts and 
lechnologies to organize, deploy, 
and employ the force 



Maneuver 

Maneuver in all dimensions — 
land., air, and, uniquely, 
operational maneuver from 
the sea — enables commanders to 
exploit enemy weatness al the 
time and place of their choosing 
through the use of the operational 
nrobility Inherent in naval forces. 
Maneuv'er scebs to achieve deci- 
sive effects during the conduct of a 
Joint campaign It is the means of 
concentrating force at critical 
fKiints to achieve sueprise, psycho- 
logical shock, aitd momeattuin, 
which drives advcrtuiries into 
untenable situations. Maiteuver 
can deny the enemy the initiative, 
reducing his choices to either 
defen ding the length and depth of 
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thg litttirals* dislocating his 

forces to ihe J l'F 's advantage or 
exposing critical coilnerabilitiCs to 
eKploLtation. Hnemy forces react- 
ing to MAGTT manctiver generate 
oppominities for ihe Jf C ro cori- 
ccnimtc the complementary capa- 
bi liti es of orher maneuver forces. 
Mgreuven integrated with tires, 
will be linked to and influenced 
b>‘ the JFC’s hattlespace shaping 
operations and directed toward 
achieving operatumgl effects. 
Jnnoc'ative technologies tvill pro- 
vide Marines enharted mobility to 
cross greater distances and reduce 
the limitations imposed by terrain^ 
weather, and access denial ^s- 
terns, The nesult will be an 
expatided maneuver space, both 
se^iwjincl and inland 

Enliancements in our majieuver 
capability will compel adversaries 
to develop innovative ajitiaccess 
strategies and systems. Pn>acrivc 
joint efforts to anticipate and 
counter cuTTiert and future anti ac- 
cess 3\''Etems wll be cnticaJ to 
cnstinng freedom of action. 

Iiitegniited Fires 

Fires involve more than tbe mere 
delivery of ordnance on a target. 
The psychological impact on an 
adversary of volume and seem- 
ingly random fires cannot be 
mideresti mated. The human 
dimension of conflict entails shat- 
tenng aji enemy's cohesion 
through the introduction offe-ar 
and tenor. Mariiies, applying the 
tenets of maneuver warfare, will 



continue to exploit integrated fires 
and maneuver to shatter (he cohe- 
sion of an adversaiy 

We will increasingly leverage 
scabased and aviation-hased fires 
and develop shore-based fire sup- 
port bTstems with impTovx-d opera- 
tional and taclicaJ mobility. 
Streamlining our fire support eoor- 
dinatioji procedures and enhance- 
ments in combat identification 
tediniques will support rapidly 
maneuvering forces while decreas- 
ing tlte risks of fratricide. Forces 
afloat and ashore letiuire the abili- 
ty to immediately distinguish 
friendly forces from othen;. and to 
then deliver lethal and nonletital 
Fucs with increased range and 
improved accuracy to acltieve tlie 
desired effect, Volume and preci- 
sion of fires are equally important 
The continuous availability of high 
volume, all-weatlter fires is esseti- 
Ual for suppression, obscuration, 
are^ denial, and harassment mis- 
sions We will use fires to support 
maneuver Just as we use majieuver 
to exploit the cffecls of fires 



Intelligence 

Intelligence is a command func- 
tion that optimizes the quality ajid 
speexJ of decLsionmalcing FMW 
requires athorougli blending of 
the tradition al d£.imai ns of opera- 
tiojis ajid intelligence. Com- 
manders and their staffs must 
make decisions in an environment 
of chaoSu uncertainty, and com- 
plexity, ajid they must be prepared 
to act on incomplete infonmation 
llie goal of intelligence is to 
enable the commanrier to discern 
die enemy's criticaL vulnerabilities 
and exploit them 

Intelligence must support decision- 
making by maintaining current sit- 
uational aw^eness, monitoring 
indications and wajnings, Identii^'- 
ing potential targets, and assessing 
the adversary^’s intent and capabili- 
ties at all levels of operations, lliis 
rctiuircs establishing an intelli- 
gence baseline that includes order 
of battle, geographic f^torm and 
cultural information, all contained 
in universally accessible databases. 





n^filoycd Marine forces will to reduce the loL;is.tic foolprint 



eiiliaiice tlieir organic capabi lilies 
by acctssirii; and Icvcins-irg 
nationaJ, theater. Service, and 
rmiLrirational intelliycficc throtij^h 
a conipreiieaisive infelLij>ence sur- 
veillaricc and reconn gissjincc not- 
worit. The infonued jiidgmeait of 
well -trained, edocated, and c^peri- 
eitced Manne analysts and collec- 
tors will remain |fic most Lmpor- 
tanl intelligence asset. 

Logistics 

Majires must access a worldwide 
infrastruetiirc of distribution sys- 
tents lo support e}i;peditLonaj\' 
operations, The intcyration of 
naval expeditionary logistic capa- 
bilities with joint information and 
logistic systems will provide total 
asset visibility and a common nele- 
vajtt operating picture, efTeclively 
linklns; tfic operator and logistician 
across Services and support agen- 
cies, Marines must explore w^ys 



asliore through expeditionary 
support bases, seabased support. 
In-stride sustainment, reduction 
of consumables, improved packag- 
ing, better visibility over distribu- 
tion, and development of alterna- 
tive ordnance variants that are 
s,mal]er and lii^htcr, but retain 
equivalent lethality'. 

Commiind nnd Control 

EMW promotes decentralized exe- 
cution providing (iubordinatas. lati- 
tude to accomplish assigned tasks 
in accordance with the comman- 
der 's inLenl. Orgamc and <^u|iporl- 
iny C2 systems and processes 
must be adapted to function in any 
enviTonment, wliether alloaL, itan- 
sitioning ashore, or on the move 
C2 must facilitate decentralized 
decisionmaking and enhanced situ- 
ational awareness at all echelons. 
Concurrently, C2 must provide the 
M.4GTF eommander the ability to 



direct joint and multinational task 
force operations when required. 

EMW requires adaptable and intu- 
itive C2 architectures and systems 
tliat are fully interoperable with 
joint and compatible with muhma- 
tional assets. Espeditionaiy forces 
will be able lo access, manipulate, 
and use infomiation in near real 
time, defveloping a common 
tactical and operational uitder- 
standiny of the battlcspace They' 
will have connectivity to theater 
and national assets and the ability 
to di ssem i nate i n formation 
throughout the force. This will 
support fully in tegraled collabora- 
tive pljinning efforts dunng both 
deployment and employment. 

mitialLves must address limita- 
tions in the capabilities of all 
ampliibiouA pi all firms. Key factors 
include accelerated technological 
advances and rapid changes m 
equipment and capabilities. Flexi- 
bility, adaptaliiliry, and mienaper- 
abihty are paramount in the design 
and de^ieliipmefil of .^tysteons and 
platfonns. Particular attention 
must be made to providing oom- 
nianders with seamless C2 capa- 
bilities Lhrouglioul the ballLespace. 

Force Protection 

Force protection are those meas- 
ures taken to protect a force’s 
figlili ng potential so ilial U can be 
applied at the appropriate time and 
place. Force prolecrion will rely on 
the integrated application of a full 
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range of both proactive ajid reac- 
tive capi^bilities, KUiLH'dimensional 
force protection is achieved 
throu^ the liii lured sclectuin and 
application of]a>'ered active and 
passive measures within all 
domains across the range of niili- 
taiy uperationi — or wgrfii'hting 
functions — VMtli ajt acceptable 
level of risk 

We will pursue improvements in 
the families of technolus-ics and 
doctrine to enhance forte prulet- 
tiun capabilities, Marine forces 
will enhance steunt>' pnogiams 
designed tu protect servieemem- 
bers, civilian emplo>'ees, family 
members, facilities, and e<.iuip- 
menr in al] locations and situa- 
tions These enhancements vvill 
be accomplished through innova- 
tive technological and nontechnol- 
ogv'-hased solutions combined 
with planned and integrated appli- 
cation of antiterrorism measures. 



physical security^, operations secu- 
rity, personal protection, and inci- 
dent response, 

lnft>rni»tmn 

Opcrtlfionij 

Information operations involve 
actions taken to atfeet the adver- 
sary’s decIsLonmaking processes 
and information systems while 
ensuring the integritv of our own. 
The integrated eomponents of 
information operations have 
alvirays proven applicable across 
the full range of military opera- 
tions, Information operations will 
be used to shape the strategic envi- 
ronment or impaii a dearer under- 
standing and perception of a spe- 
cific mission and its purpose. 
Information operations will be a 
force multiplier — reducing the 
adversaiy^’s ability to effectively 
position and control his forces — 
and prepare the way for the 
M.AGTF to accomplish future mis- 
sions, We must leverage informa- 
tion operations and ensure they are 
synchronized with the JTC’s cam- 
paign plan to achieve the desired 
operational effect. 



Sunmii^ry 

r.MW describes the Marine Corps’ 
iitiiqiie contribution to future joint 
and multinati onaJ operations. As 
tlie Nation's only seabased, for- 
w'ard-deployed, air-ground force in 
readiness, Mannes stand ready to 
support the JfC Marines, intrinsi- 
cally linked lA-ith naval support, 
maintain the means to rapidly 
respond to crises ajid respond with 
the appropriate lev^l of force 
M.AGl'Fs are tlie JFC's optimized 
force that will enable the introduc- 
tion of follow-on forces and prose- 
cute further operations- 

EMW focuses our warfighting 
concepts toward rcaliiins; the 

CoriK 21 vision 

of future Marine forces with 
eaihanced espeditionary power 
projection capabilities, It links our 
concepts and vision for integration 
with emerging joint concepts 
EMW will guide die process of 
change to ensure that Manne 
forces remain reat^.', relevant, and 
fully capable of supporting future 
joint operations. 
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